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INTRODUCTION TO THE DEPARTMENT 


Many of the institutions, mores and values of modern societies are grounded 

in religious traditions of the world. Through religions, humans have variously 
attempted to connect their life patterns with some ultimate views of reality. 

To understand diverse cultures of the world, it is important to try to comprehend 
the religious traditions which inform them. 


The Department of Religion offers a variety of courses in the areas of world 
religions, ethical issues and religions and culture. We offer introductory 
courses in World Religions, the History of Judaism and Understanding Religion. 
We also have courses that focus on particular religious traditions (Modern 
Judaism, Christianity, Islam, Hinduism and Buddhism) and on particular topics 
(Women and Religion, Contemporary Ethical Issues, Yoga and Esoterism, Jewish 
Women in Jewish History, Politics and Sociology of the Jewish Community, 

and Religion and Science). 


In addition to the undergraduate majors and honours programs in Religion and 

in Judaic Studies, and joint majors and honours programs, the Department of 
Religion offers several graduate programs: a Diploma in Theological,Religious 
and Ethical Studies (together with the Philosophy and Theology Departments), an 
M.A. in the History and Philosophy of Religion, an M.A. in Judaic Studies, 

scigg Pon in Religion in which students focus either on Comparative Ethics 

or Judaism. 


KNOWLEDGE OF TWO MAJOR RELIGIOUS TRADITIONS 


The Department believes that every Major or Honours student in Religion should 
possess, at time of graduation, a knowledge of at least two major religious 
traditions. For example, the student who is pursuing a Major in Judaic Studies 
should take at least one or two courses in a religious tradition other than 
Judaism. This basic principle reinforces the emphasis upon the centrality of 
the discipline of the History of Religions. A particular religious tradition 
can be best understood in the context of the general religious history of 
mankind. 


SEMINARS AND READING COURSES 


The Department of Religion has designed a series of seminar-reading courses, 
Religion 491-498. Each year at least one of these courses will be offered in a 
special subject related to an area of research presently being conducted by one 
of the faculty members. However, other seminars might result from suggestions by 
students that a subject of their interest, which is not normally offered, be 
taught. 


The seminar slots might also be used as "reading courses" for a student who 
wishes to pursue a programme of independent study; in such a case the student 
would develop an adequate bibliography and would read under the guidance of 

a faculty member. Finally, for a few exceptional students, these courses will 
be used to integrate undergraduate programmes with graduate programmes. 


EDUCATIONAL FUNCTION 


University education has an important social function independent of the relation 
of particular subjects to the job market. In the complex and changing culture 

of our society, it is often no longer possible or necessary to tie at least the 
first university degree to vocational training. The Department of Religion then, 
sees its prime function in this broader context of education. 


Vocationally, however, a Major or Honours in Religion could prepare the undergraduate 
for further education leading to teaching in religion at the high school, CEGEP 

or university level. A bachelors degree in Religion could also be of benefit for 
undergraduates who plan careers in social work, law, civil service and other fields 
for which a Humanities education is needed. 


THE BOYD SINYARD AWARD 
Each year the Boyd Sinyard award is given to the student in Religion with the highest 


grade-point average. The award is named after the first chairman of the 
Department of Religion at Sir George Williams University. 


FACULTY 


A list of the full-time faculty fol’ows below. All hold degrees from 
universities and/or schools of advanced studies that represent the best 
academic centers for the study of religion in Canada, the United States, 
Great Britain and Europe. Several have published books that have made a 
contribution to their particular fields of study; all have published in 
learned journals and have given papers at learned societies. They have 
also won the reputation among their students for being good teachers, 
concerned about the quality of instruction at Concordia University, as 
well as for being a faculty that is "available" and is committed to the 
development of a more meaningful student life. 


FULL TIME FACULTY 


Professors Chairman 
Charles Davis, S.T.L. (Gregorian, Rome) Jack Lightstone, Ph.D. 
Michel Despland, Th.D. (Harvard) (Brown University) 


Sheila McDonough, Ph.D. (McGill) 
Associate Professors 
Frederick Bird, Ph.D. (Graduate Theological Union) 


David Miller, Ph.D. (Harvard) 
Michael Oppenheim, Ph.D. (University of California, Santa Barbara) 


John Rossner, STM (McGill) 


Assistant Professors 

Mervin Hanson, Ph.D. (University of British Columbia) 
Ira Robinson, Ph.D. (Harvard University) 

Lecturers 

H. Joseph 

M. Saunders-Oppenhe im 

Adjunct Associate Professors 


J.B. Lightman 
D. Rome 


Advisers 
M. Hanson - Undergraduate Religion students Telephone: 879-7253 
D. Miller - Undergraduate Judaic Studies students Telephone: 879-7252 


Religion C211/3 - AA (6 credits) Mon. 20:25-22:30 
UNDERSTANDING RELIGION 


Professor Christopher Elliott 


The purpose of this course is to enable the individual to 
investigate and articulate statements about the meaning and nature 
of religion. The books explore religious experience, symbolism, myth, - 
authenticity, conversion, and a variety of religious traditions, 
On occasion using insights from Jungian psychology. The learning method 
is developmental. It involves reading, writing brief assignments and 
participant presentations. 


Requirements : 


Four short papers and one participant presentation each semester. 
Each paper is to be submitted at the beginning of the session dealing 
with the particular book. In this way each person can participate 
actively in the discussions and presentations. 


Book List: 


Michael Novak, Ascent of the Mountain, Flight of the Dove 
Joseph Campbell, The Hero with a Thousand Faces 
C.G. Jung, Memories, Dreams, Reflections 


Ananda Coomaraswamy and Sister Nivedita, Myths of the Hindus and Buddhists 
Harvey Cox, The Seduction of the Spirit 

Sydney Gordon and Ted Allan, the Scalpel, the Sword 

Hermann Hess, Narziss and Goldmund 


Mary Renault, The King Must Die 


Religion C213/3 (6 credits) Teeth, 10215-10230 
MAJOR RELIGIOUS TRADITIONS OF THE WORLD 


Professor David Miller 
Professor Mervin Hanson 


This course is a survey of the world's major religious traditions with 

emphasis upon those that arose within India and China. In the first 

term Professor Miller will introduce students to the study of religion and 

to so-called primitive religions as a preparation for a more indepth presentation 
of Hindu tradition, centering upon Hindu worldviews and theories of religious 
action. In the second term Professor Hanson will present an introduction 

to the Buddhist tradition and to Chinese religion. Guest lecturers will 
introduce the Judaic, Islamic, and Christian traditions. A new North 

American religious movement will also be examined. 


Requirements : 


One in class examination and one paper for each term. 


Books - FIRST TERM 


Thomas J. Hopkins, The Hindu Religious Tradition 
Charles H. Long, Alpha 


Books - SECOND TERM 


Herbert Fingarette, Confucius - The Secular as Sacred 
Wilfred Cantwell Smith, The Meaning and End of Religion 
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Religion C222/3 ( 6 credits) Tuesday 18:30-20:30 
INTRODUCTION TO JUDAISM: A HISTORICAL (Saidye Bronfman Centre) 
SURVEY OF JUDAISM FROM THE BIBLICAL AGE TO 

THE BEGINNING OF THE MODERN PERIOD 


Professor Jack Lightstone 


Does a historical survey of the religion of the Jewish people allow one to define 
an enduring phenomenon called "Judaism", or must one speak of numerous "Judaisms"? 
This is the central problem addressed in the course. In attempting an answer to 
our question we examine and compare diverse modes of the religion of the Jews from 
biblical times to the dawn of modernity. Of interest is the relationship of each 
of the various expressions of Judaism to its antecedent and contemporary forms. 
Topics considered include Israelite religion before 586 B.C., modes of Judaism 
during the Second Commonwealth, the religion of the Dead Sea Community, the 
structure of classical Rabbinic Judaism and Jewish Philosophy and Mysticism in 

the Medieval Period. 


Book List: 


Katz, Tradition and Crisis 
Neusner, The Life of Torah 
Neusner, The Way of Torah 
Neusner, There We Sat Down 
- Neusner, Understanding Rabbinic Judaism 
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Requirements : 


Active participation in class and completion of assigned readings are expected. 
Students will submit a short paper each term, and take-home final examination 
will be given. 
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Religion C301/2 - AA - Wed. 20:25-22:30 Religion C301/4 - ZA - Tue. 20:20-22:30 
(3 credits) (SGW Campus ) (3 credits) (Saidye Bronfman Centre) 
THE HEBREW BIBLE THE HEBREW BIBLE 

Professor Howard Joseph Professor M. Nehorai 


The twenty-four books which comprise the Hebrew Bible are perhaps the most 
talked-about and least read books in contemporary society. In this course, 

we will explore some of the most significant books of the Hebrew Bible in order 
to gain an insight in the rich and complex literature of the Bible. Though in 
one term it is impossible to convey more than the highlights of Biblical 
literature, it is hoped that this course, without going into great detail, will 
provide the basis for further study of Ancient Israel's account of its past, 
its present, and its hope for the future. 


Requirements : 


An in-class mid-term examination and a take-home final examination. 
Book List: 


The Hebrew Bible in English translation. (The Jewish Publication Society's 1917 
translation is preferred.) 


John Bright, A History of Israel 
Abraham J. Heschel, The Prophets, volume 1 


Religion C302/4 (3 credits) Wed. 20:25-22:30 
THE NEW TESTAMENT 


Professor John Rossner 


An introduction to the methods and results of contemporary New Testament 
scholarship; a critical survey of New Testament literature considering 
historical setting, history of text, religious and cultural significance. 
Attention is given to the central issues and concepts portrayed in the 
Synoptic, Johannine and Pauline writings and their importance in the subsequent 
development of the Western religious tradition. 


To this I add that in reading the New Testament you may perhaps hear the gospel, 
which being good news, is that which answers the most important question. It is, 
of course, impossible to see this unless one has first come to ask the question. 
The course will teach a variety of ways of looking at the New Testament in order 
to learn all kinds of serious things, all of which may miss the question. The 
ways of looking can be taught; the question cannot. 


Requirements: 
In-class examination; final exam. 


Book List: 


R.A. Spivey & D.M. Smith, Anatomy of the New Testament: A Guide to its Structure 
and Meaning, second edition 
The Bible (The New English Bible or the Revised Standard Version) 
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Religion C311/3 (6 credits) Wed. Fri. 10:15-11:30 
THE RELIGIONS OF INDIA, CEYLON AND SOUTHEAST ASIA 


Professor David Miller 


The principal aim of this course is to introduce students to Hindu thought, 
mythology and religious institutions. Special attention will be given to 

the role of the guru as the key transmitter of Hindu tradition. Toward the 
end of the course several lectures will consider the interaction of Buddhism, 
Islam and Christianity with Hinduism and the expansion of Buddhism into 
Southeast Asia. 


Book List: 


Eliot Deutsch, Advaita Vedanta: A Philosophical Reconstruction 
Franklin Edgerton, The Bhagavad Gita 
Christopher Isherwood, Ramakrishna and His Disciples. 


Swami Prabhavananda, The Spiritual Heritage of India 


Heinrich Zimmer, Myths and Symbols in Indian Art and Civilization 


Requirements: One in-class examination; one take-home examination; 
two, short research papers. 


Religion C313/3 (6 credits) Wed. 18:05-20:10 
ISLAM 


Professor Sheila McDonough 


The life of the Prophet Muhammad and the teaching of the Qur'an will be 

dealt with as an illuminating instance of charisma in action. The history 

of Islam will be dealt with thematically, i.e. the interactions of the Semitic 
and the Greek, and the impulses to order and to revolution. Islamic mystical 
poetry will be analyzed. The main characteristics of modernism will be 
discussed. 


Book List: 


The Qur'an 

Fazlun Rahman, Islam 

H.A.R. Gibb, Studies on the Civilization of Islam 
Z. Reza Arastel, Rumi, The Persian, The Sufi 


M. Iqbal, Poems from Iqbal 


Requirements: One in-class examination on the Qur'an. One term paper 
and one final take-home examination. 
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Religion C328/2 - AA (3 credits) Thurs. 18:04-20:10 
MODERN JEWISH THOUGHT AND INSTITUTIONS I (1780-1880) 


Professor M. Nehorai 


A survey of the social and intellectual currents which shaped Jewish 
modernism from the beginning of emancipation until 1880. Topics will 

include: the emergence of modern Jewish consciousness, Jewish pluralism, 

and religious differentiation within Jewish society (Haskalah, Hasidism, 
science of Judaism, orthodoxy, reform, and conservatism), secular versus 
religious values, disintegration, and unification within the Jewish community. 


Religion C329/4 - ZA ( 3 credits) Wed. 18:30-20:30 
SEPHARDIC JUDAISM (Saidye Bronfman Centre) 


Professor Howard Joseph 


A critical analysis of the religious traditions peculiar to Sephardic 
Jews. Particular attention will be given to North African Judaism. 


Religion C330/4 - AA (3 credits) Thurs. 18:05-20:10 
MODERN JEWISH THOUGHT AND INSTITUTIONS II 
(1880-present) 


Professor M. Nehorai 


A survey of social and intellectual currents in Jewish society from 1880 

until the present. Topics will include: the impact of anti-Semitism, 
particularism and universalism, nationalism and its critics, Jewish 

existentialism and the new mysticism (Rosenzweig, Ruber, Rabbi Kook), reactions to 
the holocaust, and the relationship between Israel and the diaspora. 
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Religion C331/2 (3 credits) T.Th. 14:45-16:00 
CONTEMPORARY ETHICAL ISSUES: PERSONAL 


Professor Frederick Bird 


The course will focus on a series of personal moral concerns, examining 

both religious and non-religious ethical views of these topics. Topics 

to be considered include: (1) the growth and development of moral values 

(2) issues related to telling-the-truth, lying, and personal integrity; 

(3) ethical issues in interpersonal relationships regarding privacy, servility, 
intimacy, commitment, cohabitation, marriage and separation; (4) issues in 
sexual ethics; (5) issues related to the pursuit of personal well-being. 


Readings include: 


Gustafson, Peters, Kohlberg, Bettleheim, Keniston, Moral Education 

Bok, On Lying 

Corbain, Couples 

Feldman, Marital and Sexual Relations in Judaism 

James, Born to Love 

Fried "On Privacy"; Thompson "On Servility"; Curran "Conscience" Fingarette, 
"Sel f-Deception" 


Course will include one take home exam and one r 


esearch essay. 
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Religion C333/2 (3 credits) T.Th. 11:45-13:00 
WOMEN AND RELIGION 


Professor Sheila McDonough 


The emphasis will be on selected problems from the history of religion 

which may help illuminate understanding of the complex interrelationship 
between religion and sexuality. The focus will be on the ancient Mediterranean 
and Greece with the Greek plays as the primary source. Topics discussed 

will include menstruation taboos, fertility-power and threat, the mother 
goddess, the dying king and the wildness of the Maenads. 


Book List: 


W. Otto, The Homeric Gods 
Mary Renault, The King Must Die 
Philip Slater, The Glory of Hera 


Any edition of the works of Euripides, Aeschylus or Aristophanes 


Requirements: 


An in-class examination will be given on The King Must Die. Each student 
must be prepared to discuss one play in class. A final take-home examination 
will be given. 


Religion C334/4 (3 credits) T.Th. 11:45-13:00 
WOMEN AND RELIGION 


Professor Sheila McDonough 


The emphasis will be on Judaism and Christianity. There will be a full 
discussion of the various ideas about women's ultimate fate and earthly role 
as presented in the Jewish and Christian scriptures. The Talmud, the early 
fathers, the Reformation and the modern period will also be considered. 

Some reference will be made to other world religions. 


Book List: 
R. Ruether, ed., Religion and Sexism 


R. Ruether, Liberation Theology 
Mary Daly, The Church and the Second Sex 


Requirements: 


One term paper and one final examination. 
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Religion C391/2 - AA YOGA AND ESOTERISM I (3 credits) Tues. 20:25-22:30 
Religion C391/4 - BB YOGA AND ESOTERISM II (3 credits) Tues. 20:25-22:30 


Professor John Rossner 


A study of the major occult conceptions of man and the universe stemming 

from the ancient yoga systems of India and Asia. An examination of similar 
ideas in the Middle East, in early Christian, Gnostic, Kabalistic and Sufi 
traditions. A consideration of the impact of their renewal in modern religious 
and spiritual movements. 


Requirements : 
In-class lectures, discussions, assigned readings, one take-home examination, 


plus either a term research project with report, or a term paper. 


Readings: To be announced 


NOTE: THIS COURSE IS CONTINUOUS BETWEEN THE FIRST AND SECOND TERMS, BUT MAY BE 
TAKEN SEPARATELY FOR ONE TERM ONLY. 
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Religion C391/2 - A (3 credits) ; Mon. 9:30-12:00 
SPECIAL TOPIC: The Politics and Sociology of the Jewish Community 


Professor J. Kantrowitz 


This course will examine the structure and function of the contemporary 

Jewish community with special attention given to the Jews of Montreal ; 

and Quebec. Topics include: Jewish organizations; authority and leadership; 
power and status; ethnic vs. religious identity; the community and surrounding 


society, etc. 


Religion C391/4 - B (3 credits) Mon. 9:30-12:30 
SPECIAL TOPIC: Women in North American Jewish History 


Professor Norma Joseph 


This course will present a survey of the role and status of Jewish women 

in North America from 17th Century to present day. Emphasis will be placed 
on the lives of individual women and wherever possible, primary sources will 
be used. The greater nortion of the course will deal with our times. 


Religion C395/2 - ZA (3 credits) Wed. 18:30-20:30 
THE JEWISH MYSTICAL TRADITION (Saidye Bronfman Centre) 


Professor Ira Robinson 


This course will survey the Jewish mystical tradition. Topics to be covered 
include the development of the messianic idea in Judaism, Merkava mysticism, 
Hasidei Ashkenaz, Kabbalah in Provence and Spain, the Zohar, Lurianic Kabbalah, 
Sabbatianism and Hasidism. Emphasis in this course will be Placed on a 

sta of representative Jewish mystical literature and of outstanding Jewish 
mystics. 


Requirements: 


An in-class mid-term examination and a choice between a final take-home 
examination or a research paper. 


Book List: 


Gershom G. Scholem, Major Trends in Jewish Mysticism 
» Zohar: The Book of Splendor 
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Religion C395/2 - ZI (3 credits) Tues. 20:30-22:30 
SPECIAL TOPIC: Women in Jewish Law and Practice (Saidye Bronfman Centre) 


Professor Norma Joseph 


This course will present a survey of the role and status of women in 

the religious tradition of Judaism. The topics covered will include: 

the question raised in the Genesis story of Adam and Eve, the Judaic 
approach to human sexuality, the debate concerning women in the rabbinate, 
as well as such issues as abortion and birth control. 


Religion C395/4 - ZK (3 credits) Professor Howard Joseph Wed. 20:30-22:30 
SPECIAL TOPIC: Orthodox Judaism in Modern Times (Saidye Bronfman Centre) 


This course will present a study of the history and ideology of 
Orthodox Judaism since the early 19th century. Topics will include 
orthodox concepts of the nature of Judaism, God, authority in the Jewish 
community, Zionism and the role of Halakha and other issues confronting 
modern Jews. 


Religion C395/4 - ZJ (3 credits) Thurs. 20:30-22:30 
THE JEWISH EXPERIENCE IN CANADA (Saidye Bronfman Centre) 


Professor David Rome 


The course will familiarize the student with the history, culture and 
institutions of Canadian Jewry. Particular attention will be given 

the successive waves of immigration; the evolution of the culture of the 
community; the process of acculturation; relations between Jews and other 
groups in Quebec; the communal, religious, labour and educational institutions; 
political and religious ideologies; integration and the Canadian social, 
political and literary processes. 


Religion C40 /2 - ZA ( 3 credits) Wed. 20:30-22:3 
230 
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Professor M. Nehorai 


Rabbi Judah Halevi in his work, The Kuzari, addresses the challenging 
theological issue of the dispersion and suffering of the Jewish people. 
He presents Five different arguments in the five chapters of the book, 
each of cng bin Reeseharssts to five varying types of readers. This 
course will involve an intensive discussion and anal sis of thi i 
of medieval Jewish apologetics. sim a 
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Religion C465/3 - AA (6 credits) Tues. 18:05-20:10 
CLASSICAL IMAGES OF MAN AND CONTEMPORARY 
PSYCHICAL RESEARCH: Religion & Psychical Research 


Professor John Rossner 


An examination of the scientific data of contemporary psychical research on 
ESP-PK, dreams, visions, out-of-the-body experience, life-energy fields, Psi 
energies, psychic and spiritual healing, thanatology and death-related 

psychical experiences, poltergeist and apparitional phenomena, mediumship and 
the spirit phenomena of spiritist and Spiritualistic groups in the modern world. 


Throughout the course attention will be given to (1) the models-of-reality 

and images-of-man which contemporary parapsychologists and paraphysicists have 
seen as implicit in this data, (2) the ancient religious and classical meta- 
physical conceptions of the nature of man and the universe which these models 
resemble, and (3) the a priori axis and methodological assumptions of 
Enlightenment science and philosophy to which they would present a challenge. 


Requirements : 
Regular class attendance and participation, assigned readings, a take-home 


exam on the ideas and factual content of the course, and either one full-length 
or two short research project(s) on subject(s) relevant to the course and 
selected by the student. Research reports may be presented orally to the 
entire class or submitted to the instructor in standard term-paper format. 


Book List: 


Required: The Primordial Tradition, Book I: From Ancient Magic to Future 
Technology. John Rossner. University Press of America, Wash. D.C., 1979 


Book II: From Ancient Religion to Future Science. John Rossner. 


University Press of America, Wash. D.C. 1979. 
Recommended: 


Nils 0. Jacobson, M.D., Life Without Death, New York: Dell Books, 1974 (A good 
survey for everyone, available in paperback). 

Colin Wilson, The Occult, New York: Random House, 1971. 

George W. Meek, From Seance to Science, London: Regency Press, 1973. 

Allen Spraggett, The Case for Immortality, New York, New American Library, 1974. 

Raynor Johnson, The Imprisoned Splendor, Wheaton, Illinois: Quest Books, 1971. 

Arthur Koestler, The Roots of Coincidence, London: Hutchinson, 1972. 

M. Ullman, M.D., & S. Krippner, Dream Telepathy, Baltimore: Penguin, 1974. 

Lawrence LeShan, The Medium, The Mystic & The Physicist, New York: Viking, 1974. 

Lyall Watson, The Romeo Error, tiramn City, New York: Doubleday Anchor, 1974. 

Joseph Chilton Pearce, The Crack in the Cosmic Egg: Challenging Constructs of 
Mind and Reality, Richmond Hill, Ontario: Pocket Books, 1972. 
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Religion C497/2 - ZA (3 credits) Holocaust I Thurs. 18:30-20:30 
Religion C497/4 - ZI ( 3 credits) Holocaust II Thurs. 18:30-20:30 

(Saidye Bronfman Centre) 
Professor A. Eliashiv 


This course will examine the historical circumstances that made possible 

the systematic destruction of European Jewry in the years 1939-1945 as well 
as the process of destruction and the Jewish and world responses to that 
destruction. Some topics will include: genocide, Nazi persecution, ghettos, 
concentration camps, resistance, heroism and revolt, rescue, children in the 
Holocaust). 


Religion C497/2 - ZJ (3 credits) Tues. 20:30-22:30 
JEWISH SCHOOLS & RELIGIOUS IDENTITY I (Saidye Bronfman Centre) 


Professor J. Braverman 


A study of Jewish schools in North America indicating their compatibility 
with changing conceptions of Judaism and new styles of Jewish life. 

Topics to be considered include: aims, curriculum, methods, achievements and 
functions. 


Religion C497/4 - ZK (3 credits) Tues. 20:30-22:30 
JEWISH SCHOOLS & RELIGIOUS IDENTITY II (Saidye Bronfman Centre) 


Professor J. Braverman 


A study of Jewish schools in North America indicating professional development 
and growth in relation to general public and private education. Topics 

to be considered include: enrollment, sponsorship, administration, teaching 
and finance. 


